




1.0  Introduction 

  

Welcome to this prospectus for a new Severn Valley & Ironbridge Heritage Park in Shropshire and 

Worcestershire and the transport network to serve and develop it in a modern, sustainable fashion  

  

The Heritage Park stretches from Buildwas Abbey through the World Heritage Site at Ironbridge to 

Bridgnorth, Bewdley, Kidderminster and Stourport-on-Severn, together with the many attractions in the 

surrounding countryside and towns.  

  

Tourism, leisure and the unique quality of its heritage are at the very heart of this corridor and its economic 

wellbeing. The Heritage Park is of local, regional, national and international importance.  

  

However, the Heritage Park’s facilities, particularly public transport and accommodation, require 

enhancement to match the high expectations of modern visitors as well as contemporary environmental 

and conservation agendas  

The concept of the Heritage Park allows for its management, facility development and marketing to be 

undertaken in an integrated manner, enhancing its capability to attract new visitors locally, from Britain 

or the wider world.  

  

Making its multiple attractions more accessible to visitors whilst not destroying the very things they come 

to see is key to conserving and developing the beautiful but sensitive environments of the Severn Valley 

and the Ironbridge Gorge  

  

The prospectus advocates re-opening of the Buildwas-Ironbridge-Coalport-Bridgnorth railway to join the 

existing Bridgnorth-Kidderminster route, linked directly to the National Rail network, with a major Park & 

Ride site at Buildwas easily reached from the M54 and other regional highways.  

  

This would create a major new public transport artery capable of encouraging significant modal shift from 

road for existing demand, whilst providing capacity for future growth otherwise unlikely to be available 

through the highway network  

  

Whilst the future use of the Ironbridge Power Station site has not been determined, its prospective closure 

in the next decade presents a unique opportunity – which should not be missed - to develop the rail route 

to serve the Heritage Park. 

    

  







4.0  The Proposed Scheme 

ISSUES 

The issues facing the Heritage Park are wide ranging and varied.  Some are apparent today, whilst many impact up 
on the long term development and viability of its attractions and the area as a whole. 

With its many and varied attractions, the Heritage Park attracts period stays and day visitors from the Midlands, 
the UK as a whole and overseas.  They are drawn to the area by its heritage, and the wide range of activities and 
attractions that are available.  Growing the number of visitors, the duration of their stay and the money they 
spend is vital if the Heritage Park is to develop and support employment and the local economy.  The 
maintenance of its heritage, both in terms of quality, quantity and status, and overall vitality is key. 

In this context, many of the facilities visitors need are limited or poor in quality. Hotels and other guest 
accommodation are in short supply.  Regional and National transport links depend almost wholly on the strategic 
highway network – principally the M54 – and access to the Gorge by car creates congestion and pollution.  The 
local highway network is of limited capacity and car parking is also constrained, and there is very little ability to 
accommodate further growth.  Furthermore, there is little connectivity down the Severn between Ironbridge and 
Bridgnorth. 

The River is at the heart of the Heritage Park.  It is the backdrop for many attractions and yet it also creates 
challenges. In flood it can isolate the very people who would visit the attractions, whilst rendering movement for 
residents challenging or impossible. 

Looking forward, the key to unlocking development of the Heritage Park’s attractions – enabling them to move 
forward and not stagnate – depends crucially on sustainable transport solutions which allow more visitors to be 
accommodated, whilst avoiding and improving on the constraints that exist today. 

OUR PROPOSAL 

The Ironbridge Railway Trust is promoting a rail in the heart of the Gorge as the central plank of a sustainable 
transport strategy.   

We propose a rail service from a large park and ride car park at Buildwas, which can accommodate over 500 
passengers per hour, linking quickly to the Iron Bridge itself, and beyond to Jackfield and Coalport. In addition to 
the park and ride, we create a direct link to Bridgnorth, extending the Severn Valley Railway into the centre of the 
World Heritage Site. 

DIRECT BENEFITS OF OUR PROPOSALS 

Our rail park and ride proposal will have the capability to grow from a modest facility to meet long term growth. 
The capacity of the railway indicates a long-term potential to accommodate 1,000 cars right on the strategic 
highway network. The route proposed would have stations within 500m of nine of the Ironbridge Gorge Museums 
sites. By recreating a heritage station right next to the Iron Bridge, our proposals would directly enhance the visitor 
attraction whilst also providing the transport capacity so badly needed. 

We propose a park and ride shuttle from Buildwas to Ironbridge, Jackfield and Coalport, which can be operated at 
a frequency necessary to meet expected demand – and up to every 15 minutes during high season. A mixture of 
modern, cost-effective diesel shuttle trains and steam train equivalents where appropriate are envisaged. 
Complementary to this shuttle service would be flagship Severn Valley Railway trains to Bridgnorth, Bewdley and 
Kidderminster. 



4.0 The Proposed Scheme         
continuation 

OPPORTUNITIES 

Our proposals also present a number of opportunities: 

• Creation of employment 

• In addition to providing vital transport capacity, our proposals are an attraction in themselves, enhancing 

the overall offer and attractiveness of the Heritage Park 

• Our proposals can be complimentary to the next phase of development of Ironbridge power station. EoN, 

the power station owner, has not finalised its plans for future development of the site. Our proposals 

require the railway formation through the site, plus land for a station, depots and car parking.  This does 

not prevent future re-use for power generation, nor does it prevent alternative uses for the majority of 

the land 

• Within the Gorge, removal of traffic presents a huge opportunity to re-evaluate the requirements for 

highway network links and capacity.  The ability to pedestrianize, or significantly enhance the public realm, 

in the vicinity of the Iron Bridge and elsewhere is a major benefit 

• Whilst not promoted by the Ironbridge Railway Trust, our proposals enable further links to be created. 

The line from the power station through Coalbrookdale offers links to the National Rail network and the 

Telford Steam Railway 

• Our proposals are also complimentary to other access initiatives such as bus-based park and ride and local 

bus links.  Indeed, our proposals are part of a long-term strategy to improve capacity and accessibility 

• Stabilization of the geological challenges at Jackfield is vital for the safety and accessibility of local  

residents of the Gorge.  The additional investment required to enable a rail service to be carried on its 

original formation is not significant 

• The availability of brownfield land on the power station site means existing facilities on the Severn Valley  

Railway – such as the sensitively located workshops in Bridgnorth – could be relocated where they  would 

have much less impact on local residents 

DELIVERING OUR PROPOSALS 

There is no doubt our proposals are ambitious.  We believe the full scheme would require external capital funding, 

but we believe that such funding can be made available for a significant sustainable transport proposal in such a 

historically significant area.  Our work has also shown that the additional rail services that would be operated can 

be operated commercially without ongoing financial support. 

The promoters of the Welsh Highland Railway, restoring the link from Porthmadog through Snowdonia to 

Caernarfon shows what can be achieved.  Their vision is now delivering a new 25mile long railway through a 

challenging engineering environment, at a cost of around £25m – secured through external funding application 

and individual donation. 



5.0  Detailed 

Proposals 

The project anticipates the creation of a rail link 

extending the present Severn Valley Railway from its 

present terminus at Bridgnorth to reconnect with 

other railway routes at Buildwas Abbey. In 

conjunction with a Park and Ride facility at Buildwas 

and a shuttle service between Buildwas and 

Coalport, the new line could provide a sustainable 

transport system through the Severn Valley Gorge, 

relieving the World Heritage Site of road traffic 

congestion and greatly enhancing public access to 

the numerous visitor attractions in the area. The 

adjacent map demonstrates the significance of the proposed rail link in the context of the national rail 

network.  

The proposed rail link would utilise the bed of the former SVR track as far as possible, albeit there are various 

issues of principle to be addressed along the route.  New development over the existing track line must be 

negotiated, whilst properties and other facilities that have utilised the former railbed for access may require 

former arrangements to be reinstated or alternative arrangements made.  Several new stations or halts are 

required to replace those that have been demolished and to offer access to new visitor destinations.  Annotated 

maps on the following sheets highlight these key features of the proposals. 

A possible solution is described to extend northwards from Bridgnorth station, utilising the existing tunnel by 

agreement with its present owners.  This would entail realignment of the B4373 and the construction of a new 

rail bridge connecting the station to the tunnel portal.  At the northern end of the tunnel, the transition of recent 

housing development at Bramble Ridge would require a new track alignment through the rear gardens to descend 

to the riverside playing fields, before curving back to rejoin the former trackbed to the north.  Whilst this is the 

least disruptive route, clearly agreement to such a proposal would be subject to discussion with the parties 

involved and possible purchase of some of the houses. 

Between Bridgnorth and Coalport, options are envisaged for a new road to Linley Station House, together with 

reinstatement of the existing road access to the sewage works, to release the existing trackbed for railway use.  

These proposals also anticipate a possible extension of the E45 cycle route southward from Coalport. 

Coalport station is now a private residence and its reinstatement as an operational station is a matter for 

consultation with the owner.  It is proposed that Coalport should be the southern terminus for twin track working, 

providing the opportunity for a shuttle service operating from Buildwas Abbey and linking up with the SVR 

services.  With the introduction of two new stations at The Maws and Jackfield Halt and reconstruction of the 

former Ironbridge and Broseley station, all the visitor attractions of the Severn Gorge would thus become readily 

accessible by train. 

This section of twin track working would necessitate some alterations to infrastructure, such as bridge widening 

and the introduction of level crossings.  Whilst the E45 cycle route would no longer be able to follow the existing 

trackbed between Coalport and Ironbridge, alternative routing is available for it wherever necessary on 

adjoining minor roads. 

A new station would be constructed at Buildwas Abbey, providing a terminus for these proposals but with the 

potential for a link to the Telford Steam Railway, subject to further discussion with TSR, as well as onward 

extension of the line towards Shrewsbury to connect with the Network Rail system.  Located at Buildwas, the 

proposed Park and Ride facility would be readily accessible to car-borne visitors and should significantly reduce 

the amount of road traffic otherwise entering the World Heritage Site and adjacent areas.  

 




















































